
Don’t Forget! 

10/24 2:00 pm  Paella Party at the WhiteÕs 
see p. 6 &7 for details 

Save a stamp, save a tree!  
 

If  you wish to receive your Pensa Mensa 
Newsletter by e-mail only,  

Send an email to: 
memberprocessing@americanmensa.org 
 
E-mail distribution is strongly 
encouraged, as it saves our group money 
on printing and postage, and it saves 
trees and landfill space, too! 
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The President’s Page 

  IÕm writing this just before 
going to my only GodsonÕs 
wedding. His father, Mary 
Ann, and I grew up about a 
block apart and a very, 
very  long time ago. We plan 
to relive many old memories 
with the family this weekend. 
ItÕs finally safe to talk about 
them since all of our parents 
have passed on. IÕm sure all 
the police records have been 
expunged by now. 

  Recent news about Mensa 
membership, both locally and 
nationally, is encouraging. 
Everyone is growing. So I 
need some help from the new 
members as well as the 
ÔolderÕ ones. We need more 
events. They donÕt have to be 
recurring in order to be fun. 
But we need to draw out 
those folks who never seem 
to find something that 
interests them. IÕve seen the 
GENXers put together an 
afternoon of fun and we got 
good responses each time. 
LetÕs make this something 
that feeds off itself to keep 

the people coming out and 
enjoying the company of 
other Mensans and their 
families. 

  On that subject, let me 
announce that the October 
Paella Party is back! Mark 
your calendar for Oct 24 at 2 
PM at the home of Bill and 
Bel White in Fort Walton 
Beach. This is definitely 
worth the drive from 
Pensacola or Panama City. I 
hope to see you there! 

  Also in October is Mensa 
Testing Day on the 17th. We 
plan to test in Fort Walton 
Beach on Oct 10th because I 
could not find a room on the 
17th but Mabel is testing in 
Pensacola on the 17th. Tell 
your friends to come out to 
the test sessions. We all know 
how much fun it was to take 
that test. 

  Hope to see you soon, 

John. 

John Mochan 
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Hello All: 

I am writing this from Fort Lauder-
dale, where I am attending the Bro-
ward County RG.  It's been a fantas-
tic weekend; almost 100 people 
showed up.  The company is good, 
the hotel is nice, the weather is coop-
erating, and I'm having a great time. 
  
There is a Micro-G scheduled for 
Grassy Key the weekend of Novem-
ber 6; it's not an official RG but it's a 
lot of fun and anyone who can make 
it to the Keys will have a great 
time.  Contact Stan Bercovitch at 
s.bercovitch@att.net for more infor-
mation.  There is no official pro-
gram; we just hang out, go to dinner 
together, and have a great time. 
  
I've been appointed to an AMC com-
mittee looking over ways to enhance 
the membership experience so any-
one with any ideas please let me 
know. We're specifically looking at 
what Mensa offers, both to members 
individually and through the local 
groups.  This includes both what we 
are doing right, and what we could 
do better.  Most members -- about 
95% -- never participate in local 
group activities; if you're one of 
them, tell me why and what activi-
ties we could have that would make 
you more likely to participate.  Let 
me know what you think about the 
Bulletin, and your local newslet-

ter.  We're going to be discussing 
this in more detail at the next AMC 
meeting in October. 

Is there anyone who would be inter-
ested in being Webmaster/
Webmistress for our Region 10 Web 
site?  I mentioned in my first column 
that I'm hoping to revamp it and get 
more member participation.  The 
current Webmaster, Eddie Truelove, 
has told me that due to work com-
mitments he can't do it any more; he 
did a fine job and I've accepted his 
resignation with regrets.  If you'd be 
interested please send me an email 
and let me know. 

I am going to be in Jacksonville for 
their monthly dinner meeting in Oc-
tober and I hope to meet many Jack-
sonville Ms when I get there.  I 
really enjoyed attending their dinner 
meeting several months ago when I 
last visited; it's a great group of peo-
ple.  As it happens, last time I was in 
Jacksonville a non-M high school 
classmate of mine, whom I had not 
seen in 30 years, was in town so I 
brought him along.  Later that eve-
ning he told me that as a newcomer 
it was one of the most welcoming 
groups of people he'd been with in a 
long time; I was very pleased that 
they made him feel that way. 
 
Until next month, 
Mel Dahl, RVC-10  

The Tenth Story Mel Dahl, RVC 10 
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Mensa Milestones for October 
Mensa Birthdays Mensa Anniversaries 

Pamela Fleischer 2 Jerry W Bradshaw 30 

Linda Rae Campbell 8 Lars E Runar 30 

Shirley M Branan 9 Robert T Glasure 27 

Fernando Zapata 12 Marya M Bard 22 

Elaine P McDaniel 13 Aaron ÒStoneyÓ Blackwell 11 

Andrew Underhill 13 Mark Boss 10 

Bryan Clark 16 Grady James 9 

Richard Nelson 28 C A Mattie Kain 7 

Daniel Finley 29 Cheryl Rothwell 6 

  Paul Woody 1 

Newsletter Deadline 
All members of NWFL Mensa are welcome to contribute to 
Pensa Mensa. Please feel free to submit articles, photos, art-
work, events you would like to host, or anything else that might 
be of interest. The editor reserves the right to alter contributions 
as necessary for publication. All contributions for next monthÕs 
newsletter must reach the editor no later than the 15th of the 
previous month. Contact the editor at 
pensamensaeditor@hotmail.com 

ExComm Minutes 

There was no ExComm meeting in September due to lack of a 
quorum. 

Next Meeting 
Oct 24 at 2 PM at the home of Bill and Bel White in Fort 
Walton Beach, during their World Famous Paella Party! See 
pages 6 & 7 for details. 

We hope to see you there! 
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Seven Trivia Questions Dr. Dan Finley 

Dr. Dan Finley is the Brain Bowl Coach & Health Sciences 
Professor, Gulf Coast Community College, Panama City. Dr. 
Dan invites you to submit a guest trivia question to 
dfinley@gulfcoast.edu for possible inclusion in future columns. 

Next Meeting 
Come on down to one of the most anticipated events of our 
Mensa yearÐ Bill & Bel WhiteÕs Paella Party!!! As always, 
members, family, friends, and folks interested in joining the 
group are welcome; weÕre a friendly bunch and always enjoy 
meeting new people! The party/meeting will be on 

Saturday, Oct. 24 at 2:00 PM at 338 Okaloosa Rd. 
NE, Fort Walton Beach. See next page for directions. 

1.  The ÒSeven SistersÓ are seven liberal arts colleges in the 
Northeastern U.S. that are historically women's col-
leges.  Name them. 

2.   Identify this American author and television personality 
who was introduced to fine cuisine through her husband, 
Paul.  She was very tall (6'2") with a warbly voice and a kind 
and caring nature.  Who is this woman who authored Mastering 
the Art of French Cooking? 

3.   What is a ÒbuskerÓ? 

4.   What New York Yankee baseball player hit 61 home runs 
in 1961 to break Babe RuthÕs 1927 home run record? 

5.    What is the largest island in the Atlantic Ocean? 

6.   What is the largest island in the Pacific Ocean? 

7.   What is the largest island in the Indian Ocean? 
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Motorcycles SIG. Dan Mazzeo of Gulf Breeze is vetting the 
idea of a SIG for anyone having an interest in motorcycles 
(owning one is not a requirement). Contact Dan at onegooden-
gineer@aol.com or 850- 206-4213. 

Photography SIG. Dan Murray in Pensacola (455-6339) 
found out there was no camera club anywhere near him, so he 
started one. 

Pinochle SIG. Contact Bob Mundorff in Navarre at 850) 939-
5882 or pinochledd@aol.com. He will coordinate dates/times/
schedules and is willing to host the games. For beginners too. 

Shooting SIG. Contact Bob Mundorff in Navarre at pi-
nochledd@aol.com or 939-5882 to go shooting during the 
week at the Escambia River Muzzleloader's range - modern 
small arms allowed. 

Special Interest 
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To Destin 
To Pensacola 

To Crestview 

Oct 24 2:00 PM 
All are welcome! 

338 Okaloosa Rd. NE 
Fort Walton Beach 

Please note, 
this map is 
not to scale. 
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The Doctor Robert H. Hutcheson Jr. Scholarship Award 

Bob and Becky Hutcheson from Fairview, Tennessee have 
been close friends with many of us here for a very long time. 
Sadly, Bob passed away last year. Becky has donated $300.00 
to be awarded to a member or close relative of a member of 
Northwest Florida Mensa for college expenses in the medical 
field. If you qualify and wish to compete, write a 250 word es-
say on your goals and what you are doing to achieve them. This 
will be judged only on the local level and is not part of the an-
nual MERF Scholarship awards. Send your entry to Mabel 
Loesch, 2140 E. Scott St., Pensacola, FL 32503 By December 
15th, 2009. 

Scholarship Contest 

Your faithful editor playing The Lying Down Game, the latest 
trend to sweep the internet, in which participants take pictures 
of each other lying face-down in odd places. This spot just hap-
pens to be the highest point in West Virginia, at an elevation of 
4863 feet above sea level. 
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Treasurer’s Report Jerry Gilbert 

Mensa Testing Day 

Balance, July $7911.33 

Income  American Mensa Funding, August 214.11 

2010 RG Registration 245.00 

Expenses  Newsletter -109.89 

Balance, September 18 $8482.75 

American Mensa Funding, September 222.20 

October is the month for national Mensa Testing Day. If 
you have a friend who would like to join Mensa, send 
them to one of these upcoming test sessions in our local 
area. Test takers must be at least 14 years old. Under 18 
requires a parent’s permission. Bring $40 and a picture 
ID. 

Panama City:  No test session. 

Fort Walton Beach: Oct 10th at Uptown Station, 99 Eglin 
Pkwy, Suite 14. Contact John Mochan at 850-585-3194, 
585-5067, or jmochan@cox.net 

Pensacola: Saturday, Oct 24 at 9 AM.  The place will 
hopefully be the Gulf Breeze Library.  The "hopefully" re-
fers to the possible closing of the library’s Saturday 
hours, a decision that will be made about Oct 1.  If that 
occurs, the testing will be held in Mabel Loesch’s home, 
2140 E. Scott St.  Contact Mabel Loesch at 850-433-
2358 or mloesch@bellsouth.net 
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Précis Build it, and they will come  Fraser Sherman 

THE EMPIRE STATE 
BUILDING: The Making of 
a Landmark  by John Tau-
ranac chronicles how the 
alliance of out-of-office poli-
tician  Al Smith and busi-
nessman John Raskob led 
to the creation of the 
world’s tallest skyscraper 
(which may have been 
partly inspired by Raskob’s 
desire to trump his former 
employer, Chrysler). A very 
good job, full of information 
on the relevant architecture, 
zoning laws, the economics 
of skyscrapers: “Setbacks 
reduced the square footage 
available, but by providing 
more sunlight to the interior, 
the offices actually rented 
for enough more to make 
up for it.” and a number of 
complaints that sound fa-
miliar today, from street-
level congestion when of-
fice skyscrapers let out to 
the overbuilding that left a 
glut of office space on the 
market- “Wags called it The 
Empty State Building with 
good reason.”. 

UNIVERSE OF STONE: A 
Biography of Chartres 
Cathedral  by Philip Ball is-
n’t so much a history of the 
construction as a look at 
the social, political and cul-
tural forces shaping the de-
sign, in part to dismiss the 
idea that the driving force 
was a mystical symbolism. 
Ball shows how different 
but overlapping imperatives 
for craftsmen, clergy, labor-
ers and local merchants—
plus the physical con-
straints of building Gothic—
combined and interacted in 
the process. To a large ex-
tent this book belongs in 
the “Everybody’s Wrong” 
school of revisionism- Ball 
argues that the cathedral 
didn’t represent a swell of 
universal faith or local en-
thusiasm and that clashes 
between different factions 
even within the church 
played a large role in such 
projects. Very good. 
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Now that the 2009 Annual Gathering is a fond memory, it is time to 
plan for AG 2010 and the celebration of North America Mensa’s 50th 
Anniversary!  You won’t want to miss this joint US and Canadian An-
nual Gathering held in the beautiful border city of Dearborn, Michi-
gan.  

The Dearborn Hyatt is a wonderful property, and we are looking for-
ward to making the most of the 14 story atrium, the Bistro (where we 
can hold open-mike events), the heated pool, sauna, business-class 
rooms, free parking and amazing revolving rooftop ballroom.  The 
Mensa AG Rate is just $107 a night, almost 45% off the standard 
room rate.  

Here is a sneak peek at some of the plans in the works for 2010:  

Speakers  
Five full speaker tracks will engage and educate you about all things 
relating to the Motor City and (very) nearby Canada:  

!" History in Motion 
!" Lions and Tigers and All Things Sports 
!" Cadillac’s Ponchartrain (catch-all track) 
!" Politics and Borders 
!" Diverse Detroit 

Don’t forget the Mensa 
Gold 50th Anniversary 
celebration, Kids Trek, 
the Annual Business 
Meeting or the tradi-
tional LDW track. There 
will be something for 
every interest.  

Hospitality  
The Greater Detroit 
area has an incredibly 
diverse population with people from all over the world calling it home. 
We hope to highlight dishes from as many cultures as possible in 
hospitality while also serving a steady supply of beer, wine, soda and 
snacks. You can plan to try Mexican, Middle Eastern, Polish and 
Greek foods throughout the week.  

Continued on p. 14 

2010 AG Preview – 
A Groovin’ in Motown  

The 2010 AG Committee  

The revolving rooftop ballroom at the 
Dearborn Hyatt, site of the 2010 AG 
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Tours   
This is Motown baby! There will be a host of outside events, with 
things available for all interests and physical mobility levels. Here 
are some of the tours we are currently working to secure for your 
pleasure (not yet guaranteed, but this is a sneak peek):  

!" The Henry Ford Museum and Estate 
!" The Rouge Factory Tour 
!" Motown Museum  
!" Detroit Institute of Arts (DIA) 
!" Homes of the auto barons, GM Museum, Chrysler Museum 

Day trips  
Interested in a day trip?  The Detroit area is within a half-day drive 
for 20% of Mensans in the United States, making the 2010 AG a 
great choice for an extended getaway.  Check out some of these 
near-by attractions to extend your vacation:  

!" Macanaw Island – 5 hours 
!" Frankenmuth – Christmas capital of the world – about 3 hours 
!" Windsor, Canada (donÕt forget your passport!)  – just over 
the bridge 
!" Toronto - only 4 hours (how about taking a relaxing and sce-
nic train ride there?) 
!" Riverboat cruises, professional sports, Jazz clubs, museums 
and more! 

We hope we’ve convinced you to get in on the deal for a 6-day, 2-
country AG for only $80 before December 31st!  That’s a little 
more than $13 a day for food, beer/wine, speakers and, most im-
portantly, having 2,000 of your closest friends all in one place!   

For more information:  
Join the 2010 AG Yahoo elist: http://groups.yahoo.com/group/m-
us-ag-2010/  
Join our Facebook group: Mensa 2010 AG  
Follow us on Twitter: Mensa2010AG  

Register today! http://ag.us.mensa.org  

2010 AG Preview – continued from p. 13 

October 2009                                                                              Pensa Mensa 

For Adults Working With Mensa Kids 

Attention teachers, homeschooling parents and involved family 
members: The Mensa Education & Research Foundation is 
sponsoring a series of lesson plans for grades Kindergarten 
through 12. Designed to challenge gifted children, these plans 
cover topics from the alphabet to the periodic table of elements, 
from Fibonacci numbers to the Seven Wonders of the World. 
Since they are designed to be completed with minimal supervi-
sion, they serve as independent coursework either in the tradi-
tional classroom or outside it. 
 
These lesson plans will be available through the Mensa For 
Kids Web site in the Parent/Teacher Resources section 
(www.mensaforkids.org/teachers); or click on the "Learn 
More" schoolhouse and follow the Parent/Teacher Resources 
link. You can view the course materials online and download 
complete copies to hand to your favorite gifted student(s). 
The first lessons to go online are "The Moon" (first grade), 
"The Cell" (fifth grade) and "The American Dream" (grades 11 
and 12). New plans will be published periodically, and you can 
sign up online to get email alerts when new plans are pub-
lished. 
 
If you're curious to see what the Mensa Foundation has come 
up with, how intrigued do you think your bright young minds 
will be? Visit www.mensaforkids.org and download a new path 
of learning today! 
 
Regards, 

!!!"#$$ 

    Jill Beckham                      jillb@americanmensa.org  
    Foundation Director            817-607-0060 x 5509  
    American Mensa Ltd.          www.us.mensa.org 
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Mensans Help 
Change the 

World 
American Mensa is delighted to inform you about Idea Aid, spon-
sored by Mensa Process. Mensa Process is a licensee of Mensa 
International, providing brainstorming services for organizations 
worldwide. This November, they will launch Idea Aid, the world's first 
brainstorming benefit. During this event, Mensa members and the 
public will have the opportunity to brainstorm ideas for helping solve 
the challenging problems in the race to end global poverty. 
 
ABOUT IDEA AID  
Every day, Mensa Process works with leading for-profit companies 
such as The Coca-Cola Company, Procter & Gamble and Bayer 
HealthCare to solve some of their most difficult problems. They do 
this with the help of the brainpower of Mensa Members (learn more 
at www.discovermensaprocess.com). 
 
On November 14-21, 2009, they will be undertaking Idea Aid , a 
major initiative for not-for-profits. This is the world's first brainstorm-
ing benefit. Like Live Aid or Farm Aid, Idea Aid is an important event 
designed to make a real difference in people's lives. In these tough 
economic times, it's increasingly difficult to make monetary donations 
to not-for-profits. So instead of simply giving money for a charitable 
cause, participants in Idea Aid will be giving their ideas to solve some 
very pressing and challenging problems, thereby defraying high re-
search costs. 
 
For the inaugural Idea Aid event, Mensa Process has partnered with 
Heifer International. Mensa members around the globe, along with 
technology, finance, development and public health experts, stu-
dents, educators and informed consumers will brainstorm online for 
one week to identify innovative and sustainable models for rais-
ing a billion dollars annually to help end global poverty.  

Continued on next page 
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Continued from previous page 

Idea Aid will instantly connect thousands of participants. Because 
this online brainstorming benefit will include very different thinkers, 
looking at the challenge from very different perspectives, we expect 
to generate some truly life-changing ideas, which can then be imple-
mented by our partners. Mensa members, as well as non-Mensa 
members are welcome to participate.Mensa Process is working with 
American Mensa to make this a new-member recruiting event, as 
well. The goal is to register 10,000 Idea Aid participants. To do this, 
Mensa Process is seeking your help in several areas: 

!" Volunteers in each local Mensa group to help spread the word 
about Idea Aid, and to encourage members to sign up. 

!" Volunteers to spread the word on college campuses. 
!" Volunteers to spread the word on Facebook, Twitter and other 

social media sites. 
If you would like to participate in Idea Aid:  

!" Sign up today at www.ideaaid.com , then join Mensa Process 
for a kick-off call, the first of several Saturday sessions for Idea 
Aid volunteers - this Saturday, September 19 at 11:00 AM-Noon 
EDT. 

**Conference Access Number: 1-218-548-3982 
**Conference Passcode: 747727  
(Please note that there will be a toll charge unless you have an 
unlimited long distance plan.) 

!" If you have not already done so, please let Mensa Process know 
about your interest in volunteering for Idea Aid by completing the 
short form at this link:   http://spreadsheets.google.com/
viewform?formkey=dHdBY3ZJVEI1S0RCRzlqaWp0YjBfeEE6MA 

!" Help promote Idea Aid. 
!" Brainstorm online at the Idea Aid ideation portal November 14-

21. 
 

Questions? Contact Mensa Process at: 

David Wynett 
Managing Director 
Mensa Process 
404-551-4311 
inquiries@ideaaid.com 
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Upcoming Events 
2nd - Friday  L-o-o-o-n-g Lunch 

Usually on the 1st Friday of the month. As you enter the restaurant go to your right and 
to the rear. 

Scenic 90 Café, 701 Scenic Highway, Pensacola 

11:00 AM-1:00 PM 

10th - Saturday             Lunch at Chef Imondi’s 
Usually on the 2nd Saturday of the month. 

448 Harrison Ave, Panama City 

11:30 AM 

13th - Tuesday               Supper Club 
Usually on the 2nd Tuesday. Call Dan Murray on his cell phone 455-6339 after 7 p.m. 
or on weekends, please. 

Hall's Seafood 920 E. Gregory St., Downtown Pensacola 

6:00 PM 

16th - Friday  Happy Hour! 

Usually on the 3rd Friday, at rotating locations. This time, at Bitburger Pub, in the 
Bluewater Bay Shopping Center. 

Bitburger Pub, 4504 E Highway 20 # B , Niceville 

5:00 PM 

24th - Saturday             2:00 PM Paella Party & ExComm 
Usually on the 3rd Saturday (but not this month!), at rotating locations. This time, at  
338 Okaloosa Rd. NE, Fort Walton Beach. See p. 7 for map. 

30th - Friday               Lunch at Cheers Pub 
Usually on the last Friday. ItÕs at the back of a yellowish office building north of the 
courthouse, on that side of the street. Turn at the red-and-yellow sign and go through 
the parking area all the way to the back and to the right. 

1270 N. Eglin Pkwy, Shalimar 

11:30 AM 

31st - Saturday             Fold, Staple, Mutilate, & 
Play Games 

Usually on the last Saturday, usually at Dana SchackÕs home. Bring your swimsuit if 
you want to enjoy the pool! 

7319 Frankfort St., Navarre 

2:00 PM 
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Solutions 

SEVEN TRIVIA QUESTIONS 

1. They are Barnard College, Bryn Mawr College, Mount Holyoke 
College, Radcliffe College, Smith College, Vassar College, and 
Wellesley College 

2. Julia Child 

3. A busker is a “street performer” who entertains in public in return 
for donations 

4. Roger Maris 

5. Greenland, which is the largest island in the world 

6. New Guinea, known by some as Papua New Guinea, the second 
largest island in the world 

7. Madagascar, the fourth largest island in the world, after 
Greenland, New Guinea and Borneo 

Andy Snyder’s inner 
child comes out (OK, 
so it didn’t have far 
to go…) in a giant 
rocking chair at 
Jonamac Orchards, 
home of a well-known 
corn maze in Illinois. 


