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PensaMensa 

We have no ExComm Minutes this month because 
we did not have a quorum attending the meeting.  
The next meeting is at 
the Garden Party in Pa-
nama City Beach on Oc-
tober 18th.  I hope to see 
many of you there. 
 

The membership roster I recently received from our national headquarters indi-
cates that at the end of August our local group had 183 members.  This repre-
sents a net increase of 3 members.  Our membership total is slowly climbing 
back each month since our annual loss at the end of April from non renewals. 
On the relocation front we had a break even month.  Member William Harding 
moved from Pensacola to Rockville, MD.  And coming to Pensacola from Tuc-
son, AZ was member Bri Gamiao.  We hope both of you are happy in your new 
digs. 
One of the additions was reinstating member Charles Larson in Ft. Walton 
Beach.  Charles had been absent from Mensa for quite a while and we are glad 
he came back.  The other 2 gains are members brand new to Mensa.  Michael 
McMonigle in Pensacola and Richard Nelson in Marianna became Ms in Au-
gust.  By the way, if you see Richard on the 28th of this month wish him a 
happy birthday.  So we are happy to have these 2 new members and hope their 
tenure in Mensa is long and enjoyable. 
October is time of Mensa’s annual testing day, this year on Saturday 10/18..  
NWF Mensa is again participating in this event.  As in past years the actual test-

ing date may vary in some of our locations de-
pending on availability of testing space, proctors, 
and the schedules of those individuals who wish 
to be tested.  I ask all of you members to encour-
age your friends and relatives who you think 
might qualify for Mensa membership to consider 
testing this month. 

The President’s Page ~ John Mochan Volume 12, Issue 10 

Membership News ~ Bob Ulrich 

Pensa Mensa Pensa Mensa Pensa Mensa Pensa Mensa welcomes your comments and contributions.  Contact the editor 
at: pensamensaeditor@cox.net 

Note:  We had 2 new members this month ($2.00), 1 reinstating member ($1.00), 9 
Corporate Subscriptions ($5.85) all added to the basic American Mensa Funding. 

Treasurer’s Report ~ Jerry Gilbert 

What do you think about the 
format change for our 
monthly PensaMensa   

newsletter? 

Forward any comments or 

concerns to:  

pensamensaeditor@cox.net 

What Do You Think? 

08/15 Balance   5923.51 

09/05 Newsletter & Stamps 74.00   5849.51 

09/19 American Mensa Funding  158.91 6008.42 
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The lengthy quote in this month's column is from last month's column by RVC8 
John Recht, who is the head of the Governance Project. 
He is asking for input from you the member. Please read what he has to say and 
contact him if you have ideas and feedback for and about the Governance Pro-
ject. 
"Last month I spoke about the Governance Project that the American Mensa 
Committee (AMC) has undertaken with the help of Tecker Conslants.  The next 
major step in this process will take place in November at the AMC's annual 
planning meeting.  At that time the AMC will have the chance to make substan-
tial, ongoing changes in the way it operates, beginning with the development of 
a solid strategic plan.  This plan will help better define authority and responsibil-
ity of the AMC, officers, committees and staff, as well as set tangible goals and 
the measurements for success. 
Critical to the success of this plan will be for the AMC to choose goals that will 
be important to the ongoing growth and development of American Mensa.  As 
the AMC spends proportionately more of its time making decisions that are 
more strategic in nature, it will correspondingly find less on its plate that per-
tains to the development of rules and procedures.  Increasingly, authority will be 
delegated to staff and committees to follow up with what needs to be done in the 
organization. 
What are the goals that will be important to American Mensa?  Between now 
and November the AMC members will be discussing their ideas about what the 
goals should be and how the current list of short-term and long-term goals 
should be revised.  What would help us tremendously at this time would be to 
have interested members weigh in with their ideas and feedback about the Gov-
ernance Project and the strategic planning process now underway, as well as 
specific goals that they believe would be of benefit to the society.  If you would 
like to participate, please send your ideas to me at rvc8@us.mensa.org, and keep 
an eye on the American Mensa Web site for information about the process as it 
develops."  Hope to see you at the RG in Cocoa Beach later this month. 

The Tenth Story ~ Maggie Truelove, RVC 10 

Upcoming Events 
First Friday in Pensacola, 
L-o-n-g Lunch 

October 3  
11 a.m. - 1 p.m.  

Lunch at Scenic 90 Café, 701 Scenic Highway, 
Pensacola. Drop in for a long visit if you can, a short 
one if you can’t. As you enter the restaurant, go to 
your right and to the rear.  

Second Saturday in  
Panama City 

October 11  
11:30 a.m. 

Lunch at Chef Imondi's Downtown. 448 Harrison 
Ave, Panama City. 

Second Tuesday in  
Pensacola 

October 14  
6 p.m.  

Supper Club in Pensacola at Hall's Seafood, 920 
E. Gregory St., downtown Pensacola. Call Dan 
Murray, 455-6339, after 7 p.m. or on weekends. 

Third Friday  October 17 
5 p.m.  

Happy Hour!  Fisherman’s Wharf, Destin 

Third Saturday October 18,   6:30 
a.m. 

Garden Party & Tourist Delight, Terri Culbert-
son’s home.  See page 16 for info. 

Last Saturday in Fort 
Walton Beach  

October 25  
2 p.m.  

Fun and Games at the Mochan's. 

Last Friday in Shalimar October 31  
11:30 a.m. 

Lunch at Shalimar Cheers Pub, 1270 North Eglin 
Parkway. It's at the back of a yellowish office build-
ing north of the courthouse, on that side of the 
street. Turn at the red-and-yellow sign and go 
through the parking area all the way to the back and 
to the right. 
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For many of us old timers, the annual Paella party at the home of Bill and 
Bell White is one of our favorite events.  Unfortunately, this year they will 
be unable to host one.  In its place, I'd like to invite you all to make the trek 
out to the east side of our region and join us in a nowhere-near-as-lovely 
Garden Party at my new home in Panama City  October is a great month to 
hold a Panama City event.  I'll make lunch, but please feel free to bring a 
dish to share if you have a specialty that you enjoy.  If the weather's bad, 
we'll move the party indoors. 
 
For those that are driving a great distance to get here, the GenXers want to 
make it worth your while.  After the party we will be hosting an evening of 
Tourist Delights in Panama City.  We're talking about going to the human 
maze and some putt-putt golf ($18 for both) and then we'll see how the group 
is feeling from there.  Possibly bowling or darts?..  All ages welcome.  If we 
have a mixed crowd, that will help determine where we go and what we do.   
  
LOCATION: 
3938 Ocean View Drive 
Panama City Beach, FL 
 
Call for directions or questions about carpooling. 850 377-5042.  Hope to see 
you there? 

OCTOBER SPECIAL EVENT (EAST SIDE), 2 PM, OCTOBER 18TH  

Mensa Milestones for October 

Mensa Anniversaries 

 
29 Jerry W Bradshaw 
29 Lars E Runar 
26 Robert T Glasure 
21 Marya M Bard 
10  Aaron “Stoney”  
 Blackwell 
8 James Grady 
6 C A Mattie Kain 
5 Cheryl Rothwell 

1  Elizabeth Osborne  

Mensa Birthdays 

 
2 Pamela Fleischer 
3 Fred Mahony 
8 Linda Rae Campbell 
9 Shirley M Branan 
13 Elaine P McDaniel 
16 Bryan Clark 
17 Myron Creel 
20 Lydia Del Rosario 
28 Richard Nelson 
29 Daniel Finley 
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Remembering Russell ~ Mabel Loesch 

I usually don't read lists of people, but Russell's name caught my eye in the 
September issue of the Mensa Bulletin.  He is listed as a donor at the Plati-
num Level ($2500+) to the Mensa Foundation.   
 Russell Taptich died last year, at age 78.  Officially, cause was given as can-
cer, but I think it was a result of the injuries he had in a terrible accident 
when an automobile broadsided his scooter.  He rode that scooter every-
where.  He even delivered a sink for the Mensa garage sale to my house, on 
his scooter.  And he never missed a Tuesday night Mensa dinner, where he 
held forth at length on right wing politics.   He condescendingly dismissed 
my liberal arguments as probably an affliction related to my gender,   He was 
always the gentleman, and solicitously explained that it was not my fault, 
that I could not possibly know the real world.   
 When he was hit by the uninsured, unlicensed driver, he landed in hospital 
with two shattered legs and a broken arm.  He was an impatient patient, and 
got out as soon as he could.  A few weeks later I saw him, on crutches, at a 
Leisure Learning Society function of West Florida University, which along 
with Mensa were his chief interests.   
 Russell lives on in my memory, and by virtue of his gift, in the operation of 
the Mensa Research Foundation.   

News from National  

VETERAN’S DAY PROMOTION 

 

American Mensa would like to recognize the contributions of our current and 
veteran armed services with a special promotion. In honor of Veterans Day on 
November 11, we will offer free prior evidence review to all current or past 
military.  From November 1 - November 30, we will waive the $40 fee for any-
one who submits PE along with a copy of their current military ID or a copy of 
their DD214 form. American Mensa currently accepts more than 200 tests as 
prior evidence. To see a list of partial scores, please visit http://
www.us.mensa.org/testscores. 
Do you have questions about this promotion? Please feel free to email Lauren 
Fernandez at laurenf@americanmensa.org. Thank you. 
 

DUES TO INCREASE JANUARY 1 

 
Inflation rates across the country have soared in the past year, and American 
Mensa has felt the impact throughout our budget.   
In the past year, expenses in areas including fuel, paper and postage have in-
creased nearly 45%.  We have balanced most of these increases by "tightening 
our belts" in every budget category, but a dues increase has still become neces-
sary. 
Effective January 1, annual dues will increase to $59.  Second family member 
rates will increase to $39, 3-year memberships to $160 and 5-year memberships 
to $260. 
Please note, you may renew at the current rates until December 31, 2008. Visit 
www.us.mensa.org/renew or call 888-294-8035 ext. 199 to renew this year and 
lock in current rates for a 3-year, 5-year or Life Membership. 
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ELECTION COMMITTEE NEWS ~ Susan Heimlich 
 
In accordance with the Bylaws and ASIEs of American Mensa, the National Nomi-
nating Committee received CIFs from members interested in running for national and 
regional office, has met with a number of potential candidates at the AG, and has 
received additional information from them.  After careful consideration, the Nomi-
nating Committee forwarded the following names to the Election Committee and to 
the AMC as approved candidates:  
POSITION           NAME 
Chair           Elissa Rudolph 
Chair           Dave Swanka 
1st VC         Dan Burg 
1st VC         Cookie Bakke 
2nd VC        John Recht 
2nd VC        Craig Thighe 
Secretary     Judy Vasiliauskas 
Secretary     Scott Rainey 
Secretary     Guy Conti 
Secretary     Heather Poirier 
Treasurer     Cyndi Kuyper 
Treasurer     Cary Chilson 
RVC1          Lori Norris 
RVC2          Marc Lederman 
RVC2          Lee Berkovits 
RVC3          Betsy Mark 
RVC4          Ken Silver 
RVC5          Bertha Clarke 
RVC5          Nicholaus Sanford 
RVC6          Ralph Rudolph 
RVC7          Peggy Pannke-Smith 
RVC7          George "Bud" Martin 
RVC8          Debra Reiger 
RVC9          Clark Jones 
RVC9          Art Mattson 
RVC9          Dottie Alt 
RVC9          Lynda Evans 
RVC10        Mel Dahl 
RVC10        Thomas Thomas 
RVC10        Mary Kay Dailey 
I would like to thank the hard-working members of the National Nominating Com-
mittee for their time and effort. 

 
60 MINUTES WITH LESLEY STAHL ~ Dr. John Sheehan 
 
As you may know, Lesley Stahl of 60 Minutes attended the Annual Gathering in 
July and filmed for an upcoming story about Mensa.  At this time, we do not know 
the exact date the story will air, but her producers have indicated that it will be this 
fall. 
We’re working hard to capitalize on the publicity Mensa will receive from this pro-
gram.  Staff members are gearing up for an increase in inquiries, and there are prepa-
rations that Local Groups can make as well. 
As soon as we know the date the segment will air, we will post that information to 
NewsFlash and our officer elists, and members of your local Executive Committee 
will contact you with the additional information. 

News from National  (continued) 
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Dr. Ruf speaks to her clients and her audiences about a 
number of topics. She has been actively arranging her cal-
endar to allow more writing time so that she can pull 
many of these ideas together to share with clients and 
other interested readers. Here is the second of those mini-
articles.  Enjoy! 
 

 SAME-AGED CLASSROOMS  
Everyone knows that the reason we put children in school 
by age for their instruction is that there are centuries of 
excellent research that proves this is the most effective 
way for children to learn, right? Well, no, actually, there is 
no such research at all. I think it had something to do with 
following the Henry Ford factory efficiency model and no one ever seemed to think 
of questioning its validity for the schooling of generations of children around the 
world. 
 In the "olden days" of mass public education, we had the one room schoolhouse. It 
worked quite well. Students proceeded through the curriculum at their own pace and 
worked with anyone else, of any age, who was ready for the same material and pro-
duction. My goal is not to give a history lesson here but to point out that we no 
longer do this in schools. Whether you are ready for more or not, it is not allowed 
because the student will get ahead and, "What will we do with her next year?" 
 Here is a little IQ lesson, though. Whether or not you approve of the concept of IQs 
or IQ testing, the research shows that IQ results correlate with all kinds of real-life 
outcomes. The average IQ in the US is 100 and regular standardized tests that most 
people take in school (or when they enter the military) all start as low as around 50 
IQ and as high as about 150 IQ. Yes, there are some other kinds of tests that have 
different scales, but that's not what I'm talking about now. 
 The average IQ difference between people who choose to marry each other is 12 
points. Basically, they get each other's jokes. That old magic feeling of someone 
thinking we're amusing! The genetic mingling of the parents' genes gives them chil-
dren who will usually be within 15 points higher or lower to their parental average. 
Same with siblings—only 15 points between them on average. Most people know 
that there is a bell curve shape for most human qualities, and IQ is no exception. 
There are more average people than there are very low or very high IQ people. 
 School is not a very happy time or place for many, many bright children. 
 American school classrooms are set up by age. Kindergarten screening tells the 
schools which children are most ahead and most behind others their age. The princi-
pal stacks the kids by ability and then considers gender, behavior, ethnicity, and 
socio-economic background, and then deals the kids out to the four different kinder-
garten classrooms so that every class has the same number of each kind of kid. This 
means that the four most advanced children will all be in different classrooms. No 
one will get their jokes except maybe the teacher! The typical IQ range in such a 
classroom is 70 to 80 IQ points, but we are generally comfortable with and drawn to 
people who are within about 12 points of us. Then we tell the kids that they need to 
learn to get along with their "peers." But peers might not be age-mates unless 
they—by some stroke of luck—are fairly close to us in intellect and get our jokes, 
get us. 
 
Deborah L. Ruf, Ph.D. 
Educational Options 
4500 Heathbrooke Circle 
Golden Valley, MN 55422 
www.educationaloptions.com 

The Gifted Child~ Deborah L. Ruf, PHD 
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Northwest Florida Mensa Officers  
President  John  

Mochan  
616 Overbrook Drive 
Ft. Walton Beach, FL 32547  

850-585-3194/585-5067 
jmochan@cox.net  

Vice Presi-
dent  

Micah  
Butler  

8196 Lode Star Drive,     
Pensacola, FL 32514  

850-723-8305 
mjb28@cox.net  

Treasurer  Jerry   
Gilbert  

700 Trowbridge Ave. 
Ft. Walton Beach, FL 32547  

850-862-4800  

Membership 
Officer  

Robert 
Ulrich  

7025 Pro Am Court Navarre, 
FL 32566  

850-240-4471 
top2@cox.net 

Editor  Cheryl 
Cullison  

7230 Keating Terrace      
Pensacola, FL 32504  

850- 484-9784 
pensamensaeditor@cox.net  

Jill Russ  12 Corbin Court 
Niceville, FL 32578  

jillsruss@yahoo.com  

Debi 
Dunkerley  

3941 McClellan Road      
Pensacola 32503  

850-469-4602 
davendebi@cox.net  

Panama City  
Coordinator  

George 
Chancellor  

7523 Coleridge Road       
Panama City, FL 32404  

850-874-0154 
georgec584@aol.com  

Arbitrator/  
Mediator and  
Test Proctor  

Steve 
Brumm  

Panama City, FL  850-747-3233 
AD4WT@aol.com  

S.I.G.H.T  
Coordinator &  
Test Proctor  

Mabel 
Loesch  

2140 E. Scott Street        
Pensacola, FL 32503  

850-433-2358  
mloesch@bellsouth.net  

Test Proctor  Joanne 
Horne  

641 Merioneth Court  
Ft. Walton Beach, FL 32547  

850-315-0255 
johorne@cox.net  

Webmaster Jill Russ  12 Corbin Court 
Niceville, FL 32578  

jillsruss@yahoo.com  

Northwest Florida Mensa Home Page: http://www.nwflorida.us.mensa.org  

Gifted Child  
Coordinators   

Motorcycles SIG. Dan Mazzeo of Gulf Breeze is vetting the idea of a SIG for any-
one having an interest in motorcycles (owning one is not a requirement). Contact 
Dan at onegoodengineer@aol.com or 850- 206-4213. 
 
Photography SIG. Dan Murray in Pensacola (455-6339) found out there was no 
camera club anywhere near him, so he started one. 
 
Pinochle SIG. Contact Bob Mundorff in Navarre at 850) 939-5882 or pi-
nochledd@aol.com. He will coordinate dates/times/schedules and is willing to host 
the games. For beginners too. 
 
Shooting SIG. Contact Bob Mundorff in Navarre at                           pi-
nochledd@aol.com or 939-5882 to go shooting during the week at the Escambia 
River Muzzleloader's range - modern small arms allowed. 

Special Interest Groups 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 2 3 
11:00 a. m. 
Loooong 
Lunch at   
Scenic 90 
Café.  701 
Scenic 
Hwy.,  
Pensacola 

4 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 
11:30 
a.m. 
Lunch at 
Chef 
Imondi’s  
Down-
town, 
Ave., PC 

12 13 14 
6:00 p.m. 
Supper Club 
in     
Pensacola, 
Hall’s  
Seafood, 
920 East 
Gregory 
St.,  

15 16 17 
5:00 p.m.  
Happy Hour 
at     
Fisherman’s 
Wharf, 
Destin 

18 
Garden 
Party , 
Terri 
Culbert-
son’s.  
Panama 
City.    

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 
2:00 
p.m. Fun 
and 
Games at 
the   
Mochan’s 

26 27 28 29 30 31 
11:30 a.m. 
Lunch at 
Shalimar 
Cheers Pub, 
1270 N. 
Eglin Pkwy, 
Shalimar 

 

October 2008 
See Upcoming Events on Page 2 for more info. 
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Good food-- 
THE OMNIVORE’S DILEMMA: A Natural History of Four Meals by Michael 
Pollan combines a look at our “industrialized” system of farming and food manufac-
turing and the possible alternatives, to wit organic (and the degree to which it’s 
come to mimic the system it once offered an alternative to), “grass farming” (low-
tech, small-scale and close to what we imagine organic is) and foraging for one’s 
own meal. While I’m hardly unfamiliar with the factory farm issues Pollan covers, 
his study of how corn became American farmers’ primary product (“Did we domes-
ticate corn, or did it ‘domesticate’ human beings to spread it across the continent?”) 
was eyepopping, as are his arguments much of our food confusion comes from the 

lack of an American cuisine (“Instead of tradition, we turn to 
food pyramids, diet books and the latest studies.”). Pollan himself 
clearly favors the grass-farming approach, though he also shows 
why that’s unlikely to gain much traction in a corporate, industri-
alized system; a fine job. 
 
and good drink- 
THE BILLIONAIRE’S   VINEGAR: The Mystery of the 

World’s Most Expensive Bottle of Wine, by Benjamin Walker, is the story of the 
1985 wine auction at which a bottle allegedly owned by Thomas Jefferson went for 
$100,000, just one of countless rarities that connoisseur Hardy Rodenstock sold to 
what turned out to be an amazingly gullible world of high-end wine lover (“There 
was always just enough vagueness to the provenance that people who wanted to 
believe they could purchase a rarity could convince themselves—and if the taste 
wasn’t as expected, how many people had the experience to compare?”). Not a grip-
ping story, but entertaining, and a good look at wine and wine-collecting (“Many 
collectors insist their pleasure is in the drinking—even as they accumulate far more 
bottles than they could possibly drink in a lifetime.”). 

Précis ~ Fraser Sherman 

Cryptograms ~ Jill Russ 
Easy Level 
 
MB AZXXRY VBL QZSX FONVX XYZURFS OX QOMGS XVR GZYKMRSS 
 
VZS ZFLZHS NBX XVRYR QOYSX, ZMG OS LZOXOMN QBY OX. 
 
~XRYYH PYZXEVRXX 
 
Challenge Level 
 
The Challenge Level includes the "space" as part of the cryptogram. In other 
words, the letter R might actually be the space, and a space might be a letter. The 
end of each line of the cryptogram is the end of a word. Punctuation marks such as 
apostrophes, commas, and periods are not included. 
 
PJDHOUGYWOHYOHEMSCTMEO 
 
OSUGEPUGOHVS 
 
~GUUGHQSSVMCLLHAKMG 
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Questions: 

1. Who is prisoner 655321? 
 
2. What happens when one mixes the contents of vials A, H, S, T, R, and M? 
 
3. Who is the composer of the song Smile?  (Introductory lyrics are “Smile, 

though your heart is aching, Smile, even though it’s breaking, ...) 
 
4. What is the meaning of the word “jocund”? 
 
5. What is a “tire bouchon”?’ 
 
6. In what Norwegian fairy tale, do three goats try to cross a 
bridge guarded by a troll? 
 
7. What is the name of the wood or plastic frame that is used 
to organize billiard balls at the beginning of a game. 
 
Dr. Dan Finley is the  Brain Bowl Coach & Health Sciences 
Professor, Gulf Coast Community College, Panama City.  Dr. 
Dan invites you to submit a guest trivia question to 
dfinley@gulfcoast.edu for possible inclusion in future col-
umns. 

Seven Trivia Questions ~ Dr. Dan Finley 

Chess Problem ~ Lars Runar 
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SOLUTIONS 
CRYPTOGRAMS 
Easy Level 
No matter how fast light travels it finds the darkness has always got there 
first, and is waiting for it.  ~Terry Pratchett 
 
Challenge Level 
Ink smears, as thoughts sometimes do. ~Emme Woodhull-Bäche 
 
SEVEN TRIVIA QUESTIONS 
1. Alexander DeLarge, the chief character and narrator in Anthony Burgess’ 

A Clockwork Orange. 
2. This is the formula that turned Dr. Henry Jekyll into the evil Edward 

Hyde in Robert Lewis Stevenson’s Strange Case of Dr. Jekyll and Mr. 
Hyde. 

3. Charlie Chaplin wrote it for his 1936 film, Modern Problems. 
4. Jocund [JAH-kend] means merry or marked by high spirits and mirthful-

ness. 
5. It is the French term for corkscrew or wine bottle opener. 
6. The name of the Norwegian fairy tale about three goats is “Three Billy 

Goats Gruff,” collected by Peter Asbjornsen and Jorgen Moe in Norske 
Folkeeventr. 

7. It is called a “rack” and is traditionally triangular in shape, but varies 
with the type of billiards played. There are two main types of racks: the 
more common triangular shape that is used for eight-ball and straight 
pool and the diamond-shaped rack used for nine-ball. 

 
CHESS PROBLEM  
1. Qh7      Rh7 
2. Rg8      Rh8 
3. Rg8 Mate  


